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THURSDAY
SPEAKERS
IN APRIL

April 3 -
Chuck Cason
Studio City
April 10 -
Harvey Jasons
Los Angeles
April 17
Ilene Waterstone
Los Angeles
April 24
- Clancy O'Hara -
' Los Angeles

SATURDAY
SPEAKERS
INAPRIL

i 29 March:
Deidra A,

Canoga Park, Step3

5 April
Karen R,
Studio City, Step 3

| 12 April
Mickey C,
Downey, Step 4

| 19 April
Jack K,
Redondo Bch, Step 4

| 26 April
Geaorgia B,
West L.A, Step 5.

3 May
Harvey J, L.A. Step 5

believe that anonymity--the

spiritual substance of it--is
more important than ever today.
The spiritual substance of ano-
nymity -- self-sacrifice -- is the
cement that binds us, that allows
us to stay alive and well and
growing. Most of us arrived in AA
as egomaniacs, power drivers,
manipulators, glory seekers, and
islands unto ourselves, self-ob-
sessed and possessed. Here we
learn that each of us is only a
small part of a great whole; we
learn that our unity is the most
cherished quality that we possess;
we learn that our lives and the
lives of all those to come depend
on this unity; and we learn that
our AA heart would cease to beat
without that unity.

The anonymity that I focus
on today tells me that it does not
matter who carries the message.
That the message continues to be
carried is all that matters. This is
the great reality. The highest I
can go in AA is sober. With this in
mind, the necessity for anonymity
-- self-sacrifice -- is more impor-
tant than ever today.

We often dwell on anonymi-
ty in relation to last names and in
relation to the press, radio, and
films. And we all seem to under-
stand this anonymity even though
we sometimes debate it, confuse
it, and misuse it. I feel, personal-
ly, that we tend to overlook or
perhaps not fully understand, the
real anonymity that goes much
deeper, to the core of our beings,

Anonymity

that weaves its way through all
our Traditions as the spiritual tie
that binds us and unites us in love
in this incredible Fellowship of
ours. Our Twelfth Tradition re-
minds me that anonymity is our
spiritual foundation.

I learned that anonymity is
humility at work and that it ex-
presses itself as we adhere to the
following: as a society of equals it
does not matter who does the job,
only that the job gets done; we
help others unconditionally with-
out expectation of credit or re-
ward; we acknowledge our
dependence on a Higher Power,
knowing that any success we may
have is far more to his credit than
ours; we remember that of our-
selves we are nothing, that it is
God within who does the works --
that he has the power and the
message while we are the
channels and the messengers.

In Alcoholics Anonymous,
we have something stronger than
our human personalities to rely
upon; this something is our spiri-
tual principles -- which are not our
own invention but reflect eternal
spiritual values. We AAs are richly
blessed, gifted with the great op-
portunity to humbly rely on God's
power to carry the message of
hope to those, placed in our path,
who are suffering. Anonymity is a
daily blessing that God offers each
of us.

Diane O.
Cupertino, California

AMBITIONS: We had hoped to have a report and some personal impressions
from the Spring Retreat the the Sunset and Sunrise Groups arranged at the Alhatti
Resort near Idlewild, the last weekend in March. We are still optimistic we will get
this. In which case watch the Literature table for an updated April newsletter.





